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COLORADO PTA Opposes SB 15-045¸  

Tax Credits for Nonpublic Education 
 

Wheat Ridge, CO –  On Monday, January 26, 2015 the Colorado PTA Legislative Committee 

voted unanimously to oppose Senate Bill 15-045, Tax Credits for Nonpublic Education. 

 

“Not only have Colorado voters said no to vouchers, twice, but in 2002 Colorado PTA was the 

lead plaintiff in a lawsuit against the state, when the state legislature passed a voucher bill,” said 

Colorado PTA President, Michelle Winzent.  “The Colorado Supreme Court ultimately ruled that 

it is against the state and federal Constitution to use public dollars for private institutions.” 

 

Senate Bill 15-045 would create a “tax credit” for families who choose to enroll their children in 

private schools or provide home schooling. As private and parochial schools are exempt from 

state laws and regulations that govern publicly funded schools, they are not subject to 

accountability laws nor must they follow policies that protect students from discrimination.   

 

“Because so many private schools are also religious schools, Senate Bill 45 is also a violation of 

our constitutionally mandated separation of church and state,” Winzent went on to say. “We see 

this ‘tax credit’ bill as yet another attempt to subvert the will of Colorado’s voters.” 

 

While Colorado PTA believes that parents should have a choice when it comes to how and where 

their children are educated, we also believe that taxpayer dollars should be used only for public 

education.  Vouchers, tax credits, and other such funding do not provide the means for bringing 

about improvement in our public schools.  Our system of public education is the major vehicle 

for perpetuating the basic values of a democratic system of government, and this system must be 

strengthened and supported by adequate funding.  SB 045 would take valuable funding away 

from our public schools, which are still underfunded by nearly $900 million because of budget 

cuts made during the recession.   

 

In addition, National PTA’s position statement, titled “Education Emphasis,” states, “National 

PTA opposes any private school choice proposal and/or voucher system that diverts public funds 

to private or sectarian schools.” 

 

For additional information, please see National PTA’s position statement, 

http://www.pta.org/about/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1294, or  

http://www.pta.org/about/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1294

